
1914 to Present 
Big Idea and Discussion Questions 
 

1. How did “globalization” change the world during the 20th century? 
2. Describe how the world could be called, McWorld? 
3. What were the basic events that made up World War I? 
4. What impact did WWI have on non-Western regions? 
5. What were the basic events that made up World War II? 
6. What impact did WWII have on non-Western regions? 
7. Describe the Holocaust?  What other 20th century genocides were there? 
8. What were the basic events that made up the Cold War? 
9. How did the Cold War affect non-Western countries? 
10. What was the goal of the League of Nations? 
11. What are the goals of the United Nations?  How is the United Nations organized and 

what are some of its subgroups (such as UNESCO)? 
12. What is the Non-Aligned Nations?  What are their goals? 
13. What role has nationalism played in the 20th Century?  Find examples from WWI, 

WWII, Latin America, Africa, the Middle East, and the former Soviet Union. 
14. Explain the process of decolonization in Asia, Africa, and the Middle East.  Refer to 

specific events. 
15. What was the global impact of the Great Depression? 
16. How has technology changed the world’s economy? 
17. What is meant by the Pacific Rim?  What economic impact did it have on the world 

during the 20th century? 
18. What are multinational corporations?  What power do they have? 
19. How did the roles of women transform during the 20th century?  Use examples from 

countries of different regions. 
20. What changes took place in art during the 20th century?  How did art become more for 

the masses than before? 
21. What major migrations took place during the 20th century?  Name specific examples 

(think of people who moved because of war, famine, religious reasons, economic 
reasons, and communism). 

22. What effect has environmental issues had on the world?  Name specific environmental 
concerns from different areas of the world. 

23. What accounts for the huge increase in world population?  What problems did/does 
this present? 

24. What role did women have in political revolutions and how did those revolutions affect 
the role of women?  (Russian, Chinese, Cuban, and Iranian) 

25. What were the patterns of economic development in Africa, Asia, and Latin America? 
26. Explain the concept of “West” and “East” as it relates to the Cold War era. 
27. Compare high tech warfare with guerrilla warfare. 
28. What social and political consequences have resulted from 3rd world economic 

developments? 
29. What were the cultural and political effects of the world wars? 
30. Why has the number of international organizations increased?  Give examples and 

trace the history of several.   
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31. What is meant by 20th century artistic modernism? 


