POLITICAL IDEOLOGIES & REVOLUTIONS AROUND THE WORLD

1750-1900

During the roughly 200 year period of 1759-1900, revolutions erupted around the world.  Many theorize that these revolutions occurred because of Enlightenment ideals, while others say that the world was ripe for change due to the oppressed realizing they could force the world around them to evolve (remember elites vs. masses).


To better understand these revolutions and the reasons why they started, you will research the various revolutions in small groups (more on that later).  Before starting, some terms need to be defined:

(Classic) Conservatism: Society was an organism that should change very slowly over time.  Edmund Burke, an English philosopher, believed that society was a compact between a people’s ancestors, the present generation, and those not yet born.  Change should be gradual and come about by mutual agreement of all parties involved.

(Classic) Liberalism: Change was normal and should be encouraged.  Changed should be managed to serve the best interests of society, not the interests of a few (liberals viewed conservatism as a method to maintain the status quo).  Enlightenment ideals were valued, and republican forms of government with written constitutions were viewed as ideals.  John Stuart Mill, yet another English philosopher, believed that individuals should be able to choose their own economic and intellectual pursuits.

Nationalism: Remember that nations are groups of people with some similarity (history, ethnicity, religion, language, region, etc.).  Nationalism is the belief that an individual’s identity is based on his or her nationality (the group – not the state or country – that he/she belonged to).  Nationalism can be broken down further in to cultural nationalism and political nationalism.  Cultural nationalism focused on individual communities and their uniqueness – think of the German Volk.  Political Nationalism focused on the loyalties an individual should have towards the larger group – think loyalty to the state.

Basic Steps in a Revolution (Crane Brinton): Revolutions, despite popular belief, are more than battles or wars.  Revolution, in its most basic form, means change.  Crane Brinton wrote a book titled Anatomy of Revolution, which is viewed by many historians as the definitive book for examining revolutions.  The basic steps of Brinton follow:


I. The Old Regimes (the way things were – the status quo)



A. Weakness politically & economically – actions that stop people’s


                 ability to make money



B. Transfer of Allegiance of the Intellectuals – from those in power


   
     to a new ideal that is viewed as better than the present regime


II. Early Stages of the Revolution (fighting and violence)



A. The calm before the storm – people protest and get oppressed



B. Form agitation to action – what events caused people to act?



C. The role of force – constituted authority attacked by the illegal attacks 


   
    of revolutionaries


D. The Honeymoon – the revolutionaries victorious

III. Rule of the Moderates (former revolutionaries come to power)


A. The problem with moderates – not enough discipline once in power


B. Events – split in the moderate party


C. Dual Sovereignty – right and left try to compromise


D. Weakness of the moderates – they sit on the fence

IV. The Accession of the Extremists (things get crazy)


A. The Coup d’Etat – tensions between moderates & extremists (usually 


     propaganda, street fighting, trash talking)


B. Organization of the extremists – few in number & extremely zealous


C. Machinery of Dictatorship – rough & ready centralization, inefficient

V. Reigns of Terror & Harmony (Persecution)


A. Terror Begins & Spreads


B. Terror & the Outsider – the average “Joe”


C. Terror & the Insider – a religious fervor

VI. Convalescence (Recovery)


A. Backlash against extremism


B. Amnesty & repression


C. Return of the church


D. Search for pleasure – reaction to previous extremism

What are you going to do with all of this information?
1. Break up into your unit 4 groups.

2. Grab a computer. You will also need to do outside research.

3. You will dissect the following revolutions according Anatomy of Revolution steps given above:

A) The French Revolution


B) The Haitian Revolution


C) Latin American Revolutions: 1st Wave



i) Venezuela



ii) Argentina



iii) Mexico


D) The Revolutions of 1848



i) Hungary



ii) Bohemia


E) Italy


F) Germany
4. Assign revolutions to group members.  Divide the work equally.  If you are concerned about a group member not participating, please see me.  There is no reason why one person should affect the whole group’s grade.

5. Complete the attached chart for each revolution (you can make copies, scan it into your computer, or hand write it)

6. You will exchange information with your group members, then turn in ONE complete packet per group to me.  Write all of your names on it. 

7. You will then take the information that you have researched and create a disease that encapsulates your revolution (see Disease Model of Revolutions handout).

REVOLUTIONS

Revolution _____________________________________________________________

State(s) Involved ________________________________________________________

Group(s) Involved _______________________________________________________

	The Old Regime
	

	Early Stages


	

	Rule of the Moderates


	

	Accession of the Extremists


	

	Reigns of Terror & Harmony


	

	The Convalescence
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