
The ^ Fabulous Life of …
1450 - 1750

You have just been hired by a famous TV station to research, produce, direct, and star in an entertainment show about a famous monarch/celebrity.  You and your crew are responsible for letting people know all the ins and outs about their life, how they ruled and why they were absolutely powerful.  You will then present your information in a creative format to your audience.

Task: 
Your group needs to research one of the following countries/regions and the monarchs listed under their names (these are some of the more famous monarchs and you are free to include others in your presentations).  You must explain the events, practices, policies, and views of the monarchs that justify them as being described as Absolute. EACH GROUP MUST DO A DIFFERENT MONARCH
Europe:


Spain: 
       Ferdinand & Isabella, Charles V, & Philip II

France:      Henry IV & Louis XIV
England:   Elizabeth I, James I, Charles I, Charles II, James II, & William & Mary


Russia:      Peter the Great & Catherine the Great

Austria & Prussia:     Hapsburg family, Maria Theresa, & Frederick the Great
Africa:  

Choose one Kingdom – Kongo, Benin, Oyo, or Songhay

East Asia:


Ming China and Qing China


Kangxi, Qianlong


Tokugawa Japan


Tokugawa Ieyasu

West and Central Asia:

Ottoman, Safavid, and Mughal Empires



Sulieman the Magnificent



Abbas the Great

Akbar the Great

For your presentation, your group needs to research basic bibliographical information and show whether or not they were absolute monarchs.  For instance:

When were they born?  When did they rule?  What led to their rise and fall of power?  What were the major problems and accomplishments of their reign?

What powers did they have over the government, economy, religion, war, etc.?

What global connections did the empire have during the 15th – 18th centuries?  Consider all interactions with the west, trade goods, and empire building.  How did their empire expand?  What systems of labor and gender structure are found in your empire?

How did the monarchs live fabulously?  What role did they have in shaping the culture of their country?  How did they spend their money?  Did their country suffer as a result?

Were they true absolute monarchs controlling every aspect of their culture or did someone or something prevent them from achieving absolute rule?

How did they view the rights of their people?  Did they believe that the people can be trusted to govern?  Did they believe the people should be given more rights or that their own power should be limited?  Did they believe in supporting progress in science, religions, philosophy, or government in their country?  Did they seek to reform society and humanity?

You will present your country/region to the class.  You may include video clips, posters, pictures, a power point presentation, and/or interviews with the monarchs or those who knew them best.  Your presentation must include some speaking before the audience, a visual, a handout highlighting the key points about your monarch, and a group bibliography.

